Tuesday Tours Lesson Plan

James Blase

Purpose:

The purpose of this lesson is to inform students of skills and qualities employers are looking for and to get them thinking about a career they would be interested in pursuing.  

Thinking Through the Lesson:

All the businesses I visited explained skills and qualities they look for in employees.  I will give this information to my students.  I will also share information from the Colorado Department of Labor which show the fastest growing jobs in El Paso County.  Finally, I will show clips from Reel Biz videos.  I will use a game show approach to talk about desirable skills and qualities and have them talk in pairs when discussing careers they are interested in.  To determine their prior knowledge I will use questions.

Lesson Plan:
Students will be able to identify skills and qualities employers are looking for.  They will be able to list careers they are interested in pursuing.  

Activities:

A. Begin by explaining why we are spending a day talking about careers.

B. Play Family Feud to Present Skills and Traits

1. Make two teams (They will be in disguise since they are being recorded for public display.  One team will wear cowboy hats and bandanas, the other hats and sunglasses.)

2. Teams take turns guessing the top 4 skills local companies are looking for.  (People skills, math skills, writing skills, technology skills)

3. Teams take turns guessing the top 5 traits.  (Dependable, get along with people, follow directions, teachable, attention to detail)

C. 25 Fastest Growing Jobs in El Paso County
1. Have students identify which of these jobs they would like, not like, or have questions about.
2. Group students into pairs to discuss their selections.
3. Discuss as a whole class.  What or who has influenced your career interests?

D. Reel Biz Videos

      With the time remaining, show some clips from the Reel Biz Videos.  Hear first hand examples of jobs at local companies.  Encourage students to use this website as a resource.  
