Tuesday Tour Lesson Plan by Kimberly Noel

Objective: 5th grade art students will have a better understanding of why studying the arts will prepare them for their future careers. The students will also have real world examples of how our school’s behavior program, Respect Always Means Success is preparing them for the job market.

Introduction and Pre-Assessment: 

Begin by writing down all the jobs you think an artist or a person who thinks like an artist is prepared to do.

Join people at your table and compare your findings.  Did you come up with any of the same jobs?  Which ones?  Did anyone’s answers surprise you?  Why?

Lecture and Presentation

Talk about my experiences with Tuesday Tours.  Share how my thoughts changed from the beginning of the class and how training in the arts can promote many more skills beyond the traditional notion of using arts in business for marketing or for graphic design.

“Business people don’t need to understand designers better. They need to become designers.”  Roger Martin, Dean Rotman Management School
Read examples of how knowing and practicing design creates jobs, from the book Whole New Mind by Daniel H. Pink
 Norio Ohga, former chairman of SONY.  “At SONY we assume that all products of our competitors have basically the same technology, price, performance, and features. Design is the only thing that differentiates one product from another in the marketplace.

Paul Thompson director of Cooper-Hewitt Museum says

 “Manufacturers have begun to recognize that we can’t compete with the pricing structure an the labor costs of the Far East. So how do we compete? It is with design. 

Show examples of great design from the web sites of MOMA and the Cooper- Hewitt.

Studio Work: Design Your Own

Show a variety of different styles of measuring cups, talk about the differences in the design.  Discuss what looks best, what functions best. Practice with dried beans and water.

Ask for student volunteers to show their shoes, ask class to compare and contrast the design differences.

Choose a product or object at home that you think could be designed better.  Use a computer or draw your ideas by hand.  Keep a journal of your thinking process.  How is this object used? What could you change that would make it more user friendly?  Could there be more that one use for this object? 

What skills did you use while working on this assignment?

Bring in your design drawings with journal writings to share during class. 

Encourage students to send their ideas to the companies that designed or manufactured this object.

Web sites to explore design

Create your own font using your own handwriting www.fontifier.com
Learn about science and art by designing a contraption at 

www.fantasticcontraption.com

Design your Own Rollercoaster at www.learner.org/exhibits/parkphysics/coaster/
Design your own shoes at nikeid.nike.com/nikeid/index.jsp

Qualities Employers Are Looking For in New Hires

Project a series of documents from various local businesses on what character traits and qualities they are looking for in a new employee on the screen.

Project the Beattie’s behavior matrix and discuss the qualities for self, others, learning, and the environment that Beattie expects for students to be successful. Respect Always Means Success!

Discuss the similarities and how important basic social skills are important throughout our lives. 

Have speaker from Larimer County job speak with the class about business etiquette.

Conclusion and Assessment

Discuss the skills learned when we study the arts; 

* Problem solving

* Empathy the understanding of others and other cultures

* Experimentation with materials

* Studio etiquette and safety

* Innovation and thinking out of the box

* Tenacity and sticking with a project even when something goes wrong

* Flexibility

* Communication and learning how to tell a story with images and ideas.

Write down all the jobs that an artist would be qualified for outside the traditional art careers. 

Pass back the first list and compare the lists.  Write a short reflection paper. Has anything changed?  What careers are you interested in pursuing? What skills are you practicing in art class that will serve you in this career?

I will lead a group discussion and then collect writing assignments.

I will read the data and refer to the results when presenting future art lessons with the goal of individualizing skill sets for students through out the year to help them focus on unique interests.

